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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1 - 14 and 17 - 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by US Patent No. 6,606,707 to Hirota et al. 

Regarding claims 1 and 8, Hirota et al. teach a detachable nonvolatile 
semiconductor memory package (Fig. 5, for example) comprising: 

a memory device (303) having a memory cell array including a plurality of 
nonvolatile semiconductor memory cells; 

a control portion (325) configured to control the memory device; 

a network interface (4) connectable to a network; 

a file management portion (322; Col. 1 1 , lines 6-10) connected to the network 
interface and configured to manage a relationship between a data file from the network 
and an address of the memory cell array; and 

a memory interface (327) connected to the file management portion and 
configured to convert a signal from the file management portion to a signal which is 
capable of being used at the control portion, 
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wherein the package is wrapped by an insulating material (shown in drawing. 
The material around the package would be insulative or the device would not function 
properly). 

Regarding claims 2-5 and 9-12, Hirota et al. inherently teach an interface that 
corresponds to a tcp/internet protocol, ftp, anonymous ftp and point-to-point protocol, 
since these are all protocols used over the internet and the device is configured to store 
downloaded data from the internet (Col. 7, lines 52 - 56 and Col. 16, lines 40 - 44, for 
example). 

Regarding claims 6 and 13, Hirota et al. teach a nonvolatile semiconductor 
memory package, wherein the package is connectable to equipment disconnected from 
the network. 

Regarding claims 7 and 14, Hirota et al. teach a nonvolatile semiconductor 
memory package, wherein the package functions as a storage device for the 
equipment. 

Regarding claims 17 and 18 Hirota et al. teach a nonvolatile memory device, 
further comprising a power source, which would be connected at Vdd. 

Regarding claims 19 and 20, Hirota et al. teach a nonvolatile detachable memory 
device, wherein the device is connectable to a download machine to hold software from 
a data server linked with the download machine via the network. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 15 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Hirota et al. as applied to claims 1 and 8 above, and further in view of US Patent 
No. 5,751,631 to Liu et al. 

Hirota et al. is silent with respect to the type of memory used in memory cell 
array. Liu et al. teach that, of the two popular flash memory types, NAND is the most 
promising for mass storage (Col. 1 , lines 27 - ( 31 ). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to use NAND type memory, as suggested by Liu et al., since it is 
desirable to use the type of device with a smaller cell size because more memory can 
be included on the device. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments filed July 27, 2006 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

Applicant argues that Hirota et al. do not teach a file management portion, 

i 

asserting that the only file management portion is the software stored on the PC hard 

i 

disk. The software alone cannot perform the file management. Hirota et al. teaches 

i 

that commands received by the control unit (322) include commands to read, write and 
delete data from the flash memory. In other words, the control unit receives commands 
to help manage files. The control unit further receives commands related to an address 
space, which is also considered file management because this relates to where the files 
are stored. 
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Applicant further argues that Hirota et al. fail to teach a package with a network 
interface, but only an interface for data signals. Applicant further asserts that Hirota et 
al. only teach a memory card that is connectable to a PC, whereby the PC is 
connectable to a network. The memory package exchanges information with the PC via 
the data/network interface. Since the PC is connectable to a network and the memory 
package is connected to the PC, it is reasonable to say that the memory package is 
connectable to a network via the PC. 

Conclusion 

6. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Douglas W. Owens whose telephone number is 571- 
272-1662. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Eddie C. Lee can be reached on 571-272-1732. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Douglas W Owens 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2811 
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